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645 April 8, 1904 

PERU. 

Plague at San Pedro and Lima — Reported present at Callao. 

The following is received from Minister Dudley, at Lima, under date 
of February 24: 

Bubonic plague has reappeared at three points in Peru within a 
month or six weeks. It exists at San Pedro, a village near the port of 
Pacasmayo. The official report received from the medical officer who 
arrived there from Lima a few days ago, indicates, however, merely 
the presence of a few sporadic cases and the probable early disappear- 
ance of the disease. Quarantine, nevertheless, is being enforced at 
both Panama and Guayaquil against ships touching at Pacasmayo and 
at Guayaquil; indeed, against vessels from any Peruvian port. 

At Callao there are reported to be 4 cases, among them that of the 
daughter of the judge of first instance. 

I am authoritatively informed that from February 1 to 23 there have 
been 19 cases of plague at Lima, there being at the present writing 8 
cases. In the outbreak of the disease at Callao last May all cases were 
traceable to a common source. Therein the present outbreak at Lima 
differs, and considered in connection with the unhygienic condition of 
the city leads some to apprehend an epidemic. 

The plague situation at San Pedro — General conditions in Peru in 

regard to plague. 

Consul Gottschalk reports, February 26, as follows: 

The following telegrams have been received in the course of the 

week from our various consular agents on the northern coast relative 

to bubonic plague conditions there: 

No. 1. — From the agent at Piata: Perfect sanitary condition. Climate unfavorable 
bubonic. — Blacker. 

No. 2. — From the agent at Eten: At the present writing no case of bubonic plague 
has occurred within the district in my charge. — Stechmann. 

No. 3. — From the agent at Salaverry: There isno case of bubonic plague in Trujillo 
or Salaverry, nor in the valley of Chicama. We have been informed that there were 
cases in San Pedro, province of Pacasmayo, but that for seven days past no new cases 
have occurred. — Chase. 

The situation at San Pedro. — Unfortunately there is no longer a 
consular agent at Pacasmayo, the port of San Pedro. Mr. Stechmann, 
our agent at Eten, in a communication received here on the 20th 
instant, writes: 

About San Pedro I am sorry to say that I can not give you any information. The 
city being about 65 miles distant, very little is known here referring to the disease 
there. At the outbreak of the disease at Pacasmayo in August last all communica- 
tion with said port was closed and nobody was allowed to come overland or by sea 
from there; but at present no precautions whatever are taken to avoid the plague 
being carried across to this department (Lambayeque), travelers going and coming 
from San Pedro continuously. 

I am inclined to take not too literally the latter portion of Mr. 
Stechmann's letter. It is an established fact that there is never any 
continuous travel between San Pedro and Chiclayo. As is common 
enough in these countries, Mr. Stechmann, living across a mountain 
range and 65 miles away from the town in question, must perforce 
reflect the public opinion of the place he lives in rather than present a 



